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BE PROUD.



The expression “Bíodh Meas Agat” 



 means “Have Respect.”



This best sums up our school motto.



It’s about respecting ourselves, others 

         and property.



When we do this we really can 



 “Be Proud.”

2.
 Principal’s Welcome:

A warm welcome and many thanks to you for choosing Ballyfin National School for your child.  We hope that in the coming years, the experience of Ballyfin National School for you and your child will be a good one.

Our aim, as outlined in our mission statement, “…is to provide for the academic, physical, emotional, social and spiritual education of our pupils.  The varying needs of all the children, the talents, personalities and learning styles of both pupils and teachers will determine our delivery and approach.

We endeavour to build on the children’s strengths and support them when they encounter difficulties. We recognise that the parents are the primary educators of their children and we depend upon their support and co-operation, together with that of the Board of Management, The Department of Education and Skills and the wider community.”

It is our hope that Ballyfin National School, along with all the partners in Education can achieve these goals for your child.






Michael Moloney
                            


           Principal.
                                                                                                   
3.

Chairman’s  Address:
The Bishop, as Trustee of the school on behalf of the local Catholic Community, is recognised as the Patron of the school.  
In that capacity, the Bishop has certain rights and responsibilities, particularly in relation to the appointment of the Board of Management, the appointment of staff, and school finances.

Ballyfin National School aims to provide a happy, positive and secure learning environment where each child can grow and develop socially, physically, academically, spiritually and emotionally.  

Our ethos reflects and respects the values and traditions of the community in which it is situated.  It depends on the co-operation of pupils, parents, teachers, Board of Management, Parents’ Council and the parish and the community.





   Fr. Patrick Hennessy, P.P.




  Chairman of The Board of Management.
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 Board of Management 2015–2019.

         Members of B.O.M.


Bishops Nominees  - Fr Patrick Hennessy.

                                              Harry Allen.

Parents Nominees   - Fintan Bergin.




- Grace Milne.

         Teachers Nominees - Michael Moloney.
                                          - Cora Gorman.
         Wider Community    - Áine Purcell.
         Nominees                - Colm Heffernan.
The Board of Management is a representative body of parents, teaching staff, patron and community coming together, working on a voluntary basis, to manage the school that educates the children in the locality.
Parents’ Council.

The Parents’ Council is the team of people who manage the tasks of the parents association on behalf of all parents /guardians.

The Parents’ Council Committee needs to work as a team in order to be effective.  

The team has a shared responsibility for –

· Planning for the future.
· Managing the programme of activities for the year.

· Communicating /consulting with parents and the other partners in the community.

· Planning agendas/keeping records of meetings.

· Looking after fundraising/finances.

· Linking with the National Parents Council.

Parents’ Council Committee 2016 – 2017.
 
 Chairperson: Deirdre Fitzpatrick. 

 Vice Chairperson: Siobhán Hooban.

 
 Secretary:  Caroline Farrell in a shared role with Gwen Dunne.
   
 Treasurer:  Neala Keating in a shared role with Sinead Leonard.    

 
 Committee: Mairead Murphy, Rhonda Hooke, Mary Troy, 

             Linda Meredith, Bridgie Meade, Triona O’Rourke.


 B.O.M. representative:   Fintan Bergin.
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   Administrative Policies in Ballyfin N.S.

1. Discipline Policy.
2. Enrolment Policy.
3. Special Needs Policy.
4. Anti-Bullying Policy.
5. Relationship and Sexuality Education (RSE) Policy.
6. Responding to Critical Incidents Policy.
7. Substance Use Policy.
8. Data Protection Policy.
9. Homework Policy.
10. Attendance Policy.

11. Health & Safety Policy.
12. Record Keeping Policy.
13. Child Protection Policy.
14. School Policy on Splitting Classes.

15. Assessment Policy.
16. School Outings Policy.
17. Internet Acceptable Use Policy.
18. Information and Communication Technology Policy.

19. Career Breaks Policy/Other leaves of Absence Policy.
20.
Inclusion Policy.

Curricular Policies
1. Maths 
2. English
3. Irish 
4. Science 
5. History

6. Geography 
7. Visual Arts 
8. Physical Education

9. Music

10. Drama 
11. Social Personal Health Education.
         All policies are available at the school office and can also be

          viewed on our website - www.ballyfinns.ie 




                  6.
New Entrants/New Parents and Guardians.
· Enrolment forms available at the school office.

· Forms to be returned to the school office before Jan 31st of the year the child is starting school.

· Information day for parents/guardians.

· Induction day for pupils/parents guardians in June.

General information about the school is available on our school website:  wwwballyfinns.ie
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Brief History of Ballyfin National School:
Ballyfin National School was built in 1902 from state funds.  It was built as a two-teacher school with 119 pupils on the roll.  The subjects taught were Irish, English, Arithmetic, Singing and Catechism for all classes, with the addition of History and Geography for senior classes.  The older girls were also taught needlework and cookery.
Today we have 8 classroom teachers, 3 Special Education Team teachers, 3 Special Needs Assistants and a school secretary.

The New School:
The Department of Education & Skills approved funding for a new school in 2006.  The site for the new school was offered by Ballyfin parish.  The school is situated on the site formerly known as the Millennium Garden. The new school building began in January 2007 and was completed and handed over in December 2007.  We moved into our new school on the 4th February 2008.

The official opening of the new school took place on Thursday 25th September 2008.
The new school has eight mainstream classrooms, learning support room, resource room, general purpose room with the theatrical stage, principal’s office, administration office, staff room and a library room.

The school also contains ample storage areas.






8.
Ballyfin National School.




                                                                                                                                        School Uniform:
Boys’ uniform – navy jumper, navy trousers, blue shirt, red tie.

Girls’ uniform – navy cardigan, navy pinafore, blue shirt red tie.

Girls may wear navy jumper and navy trousers.

School crest on school jumper/school fleece.

Uniforms may be purchased at Shaw’s or Colgans.

Navy knee-length shorts & light-blue polo shirt may be worn in hot weather.        Black school shoes with low heels to be worn by boys and girls.

P.E. and Tracksuits:

The children have 1 hour of P.E. each week.  Your child will be required to wear the following tracksuit :

Navy sweat top, navy tracksuit leggings, light-blue polo shirt and runners. 
(non marking).

School Lunches:
Ballyfin National School has adopted a “Healthy Lunches” policy.  This policy was developed to assist parents in providing healthy lunches for their children in school and your co-operation is required to make it work.

YES…
…sandwich, cheese, cheese strings, yoghurt, yops, fruit juice,   fresh fruit, dried fruit, water, popcorn.

NO…
…fizzy drinks, glass bottles, cans, chewing gum, crisps, and sweets.


A little treat – biscuit, mini bar etc - is allowed on Friday only.


Morning break

11.00 am. - 11.10 am.


Lunch break

  1:00 pm. -   1.30 pm.

Students have only 15 minutes to eat their main lunch.  

Please remember smaller children don’t need large amounts of food.    

Make sure snacks/drinks/lunchboxes are easy to open… …yoghurts are best avoided for infant classes.
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School Outings:

Educational tours/school trips usually take place in the month of June.  

The class teacher will decide the date and destination of the school trip. 

All school trips must be approved and sanctioned by the Board of Management.

Students must wear the school uniform or school tracksuit as directed by the class teacher on any such trip. 

The class teacher may, for a variety of reasons, decide that a school trip/outing is not appropriate.  The School’s Outing Policy will inform the decisions 

Sacraments:
Ballyfin and Barnashrone National Schools join together every year for Holy Communion and Confirmation.  

Holy Communion is usually held in May for the children in second class. The students of sixth classes are prepared for Confirmation… …the date is decided in conjunction with the Bishop.

Parent Teacher Meetings:

Annual Parent teacher Meetings take place in November each year.  These meetings occur out of school hours and appointment times will be arranged with you in advance.

Parents wishing to meet with a teacher at any other time of the year to discuss issues arising with their child, should telephone the school secretary to arrange an appointment.

A teacher wishing to meet with the parents of a student in their class will ask the school secretary to telephone or write to the parents to arrange an appointment.
Green School’s Project:

Ballyfin N.S. participates in the Green Schools Programme and was awarded its first Green Flag in May 2010.

A committee of pupils with representatives from 2nd to 6th class meet regularly to plan activities and initiatives to keep our school “Green”.

The programme is co-ordinated by staff member Martina Kelly.
BE GREEN
    BE CLEAN     BE A TEAM
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DRAMA
The school has been involved in drama in the Dunamaise Theatre over the past number of years.

Pupils here also performed in the local Community hall, Ballyfin College and the local church.  We are now in the fortunate position 
of having a fine performance facility in our new school.

Classes/teachers regularly avail of this facility, particularly for Christmas Nativities; concerts and end of year performances.

Choirs:  Over the years the school has performed in choral competitions and performances.  The highlight of our choral performance was in May 2003 when our school took part in
Cór na nŌg in the National Concert Hall, Dublin. 

Staff member Emer McLoughlin co-ordinated this event.

Our pupils are also involved in singing for the sacraments of Communion and Confirmation.
Points to Note:  Starting time and Break times in School.
· Starting time 
 9:20 am.
· Finishing time    3:00 pm.
2pm for J.I./S.I.
· Roll Call
          10:00 am.

· Break times      Small lunch 11:00 am. – 11:10 am. 



           Big lunch       1:00 pm. –   1:30 pm.

· Absences – Written notes please.
· Children with absences of 20 days - Welfare 
                             Board must be informed by the school.

· Children withdrawn early for appointments etc or brought to school late must have written notes of explanation.

· Parents/guardians to use sign in/sign out book.

· Birthday cards/invitation cards etc – not to be distributed in school.

· Mobile phones/soccer cards, etc/tipex – not permitted.
 11.
Field Sports:
Cumann na mBunscol – The children of 5th and 6th classes of Ballyfin National School have been involved in boys and girls football 
(September-November) and hurling and camogie (March-April) for many years.  The children compete against other County Laois schools.  These events depend upon the good will of our teachers who coach, and prepare the children for these games.

Laois Juvenile Board sometimes organise coaching for lower classes during the school year.

The school strip consists of a black jersey with green hoops, cuffs, and collar, black shorts and black socks with a green turndown.  
The school has a supply of jerseys kindly sponsored by Colgan’s Sports from whom suitable shorts and socks may be purchased. 
At all times during football/hurling/camogie training/soccer training and while playing matches, pupils must wear a gumshield.
At all times during hurling/camogie training and while playing matches, pupils must wear an approved hurling helmet with full 
face-guard.  

The school also holds an annual, non-competitive sports day… …participation and enjoyment for ALL.  The school may call upon parents to assist and support the smooth running of this annual event.

Swimming Lessons:
During the last term each year, students from Ballyfin National School avail of swimming lessons in Portlaoise Leisure Centre. The school avails of three, one-hour sessions. Children travel to and from the school/pool by bus. Portlaoise Leisure Centre allows 60 pupils attend each session. 180 pupils from the senior end of the school will attend these swimming sessions.
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Ballyfin National School

   CLASS RULES

1. Look Good…
Be clean and tidy, wear you uniform with pride.

2. Keep Safe…
Walk while indoors.

        Look out for other children in the yard.

3. Follow The Yard Rules…   

      Freeze!  Walk to your line and line up.

4. Learn As Much As You Can…
         Listen, take part and work with your teacher.
5. Always Do Your Best…

Make the most of your talents.

6. Remember Your Manners…
Please, Excuse Me and Thank You mean a lot.

7. Mind Your Language…
Do not use offensive language… …no name-calling.

                                                    13.

Safety Belts and Restraints for Children

Fines – on the Spot Offences: -

1. Driver not wearing a seat belt.
2. Driver allowing passengers between 4-17 years of age to occupy a forward facing front seat without wearing a safety belt or an appropriate child restraint.
3. Driver allowing passengers between 4-17 years of age to occupy a forward facing rear seat without wearing a safety belt or an appropriate child restraint.
   Safety points to note.


Children are the most vulnerable members of our society and no 
parent or guardian would knowingly put their child’s life in danger.


However an astonishing number of parents allow their children to 
travel unrestrained in vehicles, placing their lives and safety in 
peril.


Research into child car passenger fatalities in the period 1997 to 
2007 reveals that one out of three (38%) of child fatalities were 
found not to have been using a child restraint or safety belt.


Since the 25th August, 2003 drivers face up to 4 penalty points 
and a fine of up to €800 if convicted in court for a failure to observe the legal obligations with respect to the wearing of safety belts and child restraints.
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Booster Seat – Group 2  for children weighing 15 -25kgs.
 (33 -55 lbs) roughly  4 – 6 yrs.

Some booster seats are designed to be converted into a booster cushion by detaching the back rest.
Booster Cushion – Group 3 for children weighing 22 - 36 kgs.
 (48 - 79 lbs) roughly from 6 – 11/12 years.

Booster seats and booster cushions do not have an integral harness to hold the child in place.  The adult safety belt goes around the child and the seat.  So it is important that the safety belt is correctly adjusted. Safety belts are designed for people 150 cms (about 5ft) and taller.
Don’t let your child graduate to using the safety belt too soon.  Children are usually big enough to use the safety belt by the time they are about 11 years old, although this varies from child to child.  Three-point safety belts (lap and diagonal) provide greater protection than lap belts. However, lap belts are far better than no belt at all.  The lap belt should be placed over the pelvis (from hip-bone to 

hip-bone), not the stomach and worn as tight as possible.
The basic points to note are:
· The belt should be worn as  tight as possible
· The lap belt should go over the pelvic region, not the stomach.

· The diagonal strap should rest over the shoulder, not the neck.
Superintendent Philip Lyons,

Portlaoise Garda Station,

Portlaoise.

Co Laois.

Sergeant Stephen O’Sullivan.
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School Buses:

Private Operator:

Michael Dempsey   

  087-6773682.

All arrangements must be made directly with the operator - no criteria apply.

Bus Éireann Operator:

Bus Éireann, Athlone   
090 – 6473277

To be eligible for school transport a child must be:
a 
between 4 and 10 years of age and living not less than 2 miles from the nearest suitable national school as determined by the Department of Education, 

b
or over the age of 10 and living not less than 3 miles from their nearest suitable national school as determined by the Department of Education.

Pat Masterson - Bus Inspector will make the ultimate decision whether children qualify for this service or not.

Both the privately operated bus and the

 Bus Eireann bus are fitted with seat belts.

When leaving children to the bus, parents should ensure their children are seated properly and belted in.

Parking at the School:
The area directly outside the school is for school buses and disability access only.  No other vehicles should be parked in this area. 

The front area of the school has a designated teacher’s car park.

The parish has kindly offered the use of the church car park as a drop off/collection point for parents/guardians. Children can be dropped in the church car park and make their way down the car park steps to the rear of the school. At collection time children make their way to the top of the car park steps and are collected there. 
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Local Churches:
There are two churches in Ballyfin.  Contact details and principal service times are set out below: -

Roman Catholic Church

Fr Patrick Hennessy, P.P.
Fr. Joe. Brophy, C.C.

Parochial House,

Portlaoise Road
Cappinrush,

Mountrath
Ballyfin, 

Co Laois
Co. Laois.
                                Tel: 057-8732234
        Tel:  057–87 55227
                  

Service times:


Friday
7:30pm


Saturday
8:00pm


Sunday
10:00pm

Church of Ireland
The Rectory,
                         St. John the Baptist’s Church,

Coote Street,
                         Ballyfin,

Portlaoise,
                             Co. Laois.

Co. Laois.



  Tel:
057 – 86 21154

Service times:


Sunday
12:00 noon

Local School

- Ballyfin N.S.                  Tel: 057 8755225

Ballyfin Parish
- Barnashrone N.S.         Tel: 057 8644020.

Mountrath Parish
- Mountrath Girls School Tel: 057 8732423

- Mountrath Boys             Tel: 057 8732372

- Trumera N.S                  Tel: 057 8756306

- Clonenagh N.S.              Tel: 057 8732516
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Ballyfin Juvenile G.A.A. Club.
Ballyfin Juvenile G.A.A. Club caters for girls and boys (from Senior Infants Class upwards) who are interested in playing Football or Hurling, from Under 8 up to and including Under 16.

The Club facilities are located beside Ballyfin Parish Church.

Club Colours: 

The club colours are Green & White.  Jerseys are provided for competitive matches by the team coach.  Members playing matches are asked to wear white togs and green socks which may be purchased from Colgan Sports in Portlaoise.
At all times during training and while playing matches, juvenile members must wear a gumshield.
At all times during training and while playing matches, juvenile members must wear an approved hurling helmet with full face-guard.  Helmets may be purchase through Ballyfin G.A.A. at a subsidised rate.  Green is the preferred colour for helmets.

New Members: 

New members are always welcome at Ballyfin Juvenile G.A.A. Club.  If you have a child or children who are interested in playing football or hurling, Club Membership Forms can be obtained from any of the club officials.

If you are interested in helping out on any of our committees or in giving a hand with coaching or organising any of our under-age teams, please contact our secretary, Marie McEvoy.
Training Times:

Training for football and hurling at underage takes place at 7:00pm on various evenings of the week and on Saturday mornings.  
Days and times may be confirmed with club officials.

During the winter months, indoor football coaching may take place 
at local facilities.
	Position
	Name
	   Telephone  
	Mobile

	Chairman
	Seán  Connolly nnCCConnolly
	   087- 252222518832
	2518832

	Secretary
	Ger Rowney
	            085- 221429062142906
	2142906
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School Books/Textbook Library.

Over the past number of years, the Parents’ Council of Ballyfin

National School, have organised a Textbook Library Scheme.

Under this scheme, textbooks are available on loan, subject to a payment, which varies as follows:

Junior Infants/Senior Infants €10.00. 

1st to 6th €15.00 (family of 3 €30.00).  

The Parents’ Council will provide a set of 30 of each textbook for each class.  Parents will pay €10/€15 per child towards this cost – limited to €30 for a family of 3.  These textbooks will remain in the classroom and will only be brought home when required for homework.

As in previous years, workbooks will still have to be purchased by parents for each child – a list will be provided by the school. 

· Money for the Textbook Library Scheme will be collected in June each year.  These monies are collected by the Parents Council. 
· Money for workbooks, art/crafts, personal insurance, photocopying and copies will be collected by the teachers in September.
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